15. FAMILY

AS SOON AS JESUS AND THE OTHERS LEFT THE SYNAGOGUE, THEY ENTERED THE HOUSE OF SIMON AND ANDREW, WITH JAMES
AND JOHN. NOW SIMON'S MOTHER-IN-LAW WAS IN BED WITH A FEVER, AND THEY TOLD HIM ABOUT HER AT ONCE. HE CAME
AND TOOK HER BY THE HAND AND LIFTED HER UP. THEN THE FEVER LEFT HER, AND SHE BEGAN TO SERVE THEM.

MARK 1:29-31

The Renewed Call to Family

God of all creation,

in your great love,

you weave together

the lives of families

from generation to generation,
those connected by blood

and those connected by other bonds.
Together each family creates a
complex tapestry of stories—

of heartache

and of healing;

of griefs

and of graces.

I ask you to lift up those families
who are suffering

from division, absence,

or any other kind of pain.

Hold tenderly those people

who feel called to family life

but are struggling

to find meaningful connections.
Strengthen each of us

in our care for our family members
and the most vulnerable.
Strengthen us to be witnesses

to the healing power

of Christ your Son.

Amen.

Exploration Questions

« Is your family more a source of delight to you, or more a source of frustration to you? Explain.

» How does your calling to “family” strengthen or challenge your other callings?

« Our calling to family changes over the seasons of life—what is your current calling to family asking of you
that is different from before? Explain.

« What’s one thing about your practice of “familying” you’d like to do differently, and why?



