26. RESPONSIBILITY

JESUS TOLD THIS PARABLE: “THERE WAS A RICH MAN WHO WAS DRESSED IN PURPLE AND FINE LINEN AND WHO FEASTED
SUMPTUQUSLY EVERY DAY. AND AT HIS GATE LAY A POOR MAN NAMED LAZARUS, COVERED WITH SORES, WHO LONGED TO
SATISFY HIS HUNGER WITH WHAT FELL FROM THE RICH MAN'S TABLE; EVEN THE DOGS WOULD COME AND LICK HIS SORES.”
LUKE 16:19-31

Calling is to my Responsibilities

Loving God,

you who know the needs

of each one of your creatures

and long deeply for our flourishing,
grace us with your generosity and kindness
toward one another.

We are responsible for our neighbors.
We are called not just as individuals,
but as members of the Body of Christ
and as members of the created world.
When one of us suffers,

we all suffer.

And Lord have mercy,

there is much suffering in our world today.
Inspire us to be beacons of your love
wherever we find ourselves—

in our homes and schools,
workplaces and community centers.
Empower us to care for one another
as your Son cares for us.

Amen.

Exploration Questions

» How does this story remind you of the thing you “wanted to be when you grew up?”

» The decision to care for others is more complicated than we realize—what are the key “drivers” for your
compassion? Explain.

« What's the difference between owning your God-given responsibility for others and over-functioning for
them? Explain.



